Follicular fluid is not a compulsory carrier of the oocyte at ovulation in the mare.
The aim of this study was to test the possibility that ovulation can occur from a preovulatory follicle emptied of its follicular fluid. Transport of the oocyte into the oviduct and fertilisation in 29% of cases demonstrated that ovulation can occur in the absence of follicular fluid but the higher fertility achieved in control mares (62.5%) suggested that follicular fluid does serve a role during ovulation, fertilisation and oviductal transport. Injection of horse oocytes into preovulatory follicles in mules after removal of the follicular fluid, followed by insemination of the mules with horse semen, resulted in the production of one horse x horse embryo.